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Hurricanes have hit the 
Caribbean islands and the United 
States of America (USA). These 
are very strong storms with strong 
winds. Lots of people lost their 
homes and many people died.

There were 5 hurricanes. They 
were called Harvey, Irma, Jose, 
Katia and Maria.

Hurricane Harvey brought 
flooding to Houston, a city 
in Texas USA, and caused a 
chemical factory to explode. 
President Donald Trump visited 
to check the damage and offer 
his support to the people.

Hurricane Irma flooded 
and damaged many of 
the Caribbean islands and 
Florida, in the USA.

Hurricanes hit the Caribbean 
islands and USA
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Millions of homes were left 
without electricity in Florida. 
People had to leave their homes 
to find shelter, food and water.

Boris Johnson, the UK’s 
Foreign Secretary, travelled 
with rescue teams from the UK 
to give people food, water and 
medical supplies.

Hurricanes Jose and Katia 
were smaller and weaker than 
Harvey and Irma. They were 
not so damaging.

Hurricane Maria was strong and 
it damaged one of the smaller 
Caribbean islands called Dominica. 

Jose and 
Katia

Harvey 
and Irma
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There have been lots of natural 
disasters around the world. They 
are things like storms, floods, 
hurricanes and earthquakes. In 
September, Mexico was hit by 3 
earthquakes. This is when the 
ground shakes. 

The 1st earthquake hit the 
south of Mexico and had an 
8.1 magnitude. The 2nd was 
near Mexico’s capital and had a 
magnitude of 7.1. Magnitude is 
the measurement of an earthquake 
and 8.1 is very strong.

The earthquakes caused a lot of 
damage that affected millions of 
people. The earthquakes killed at 
least 300 people and many others 
had to leave their homes.

Thousands of volunteers, as 
well as the country’s army and 
police, worked hard to help the 
people affected.

More natural disasters 
around the world
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The worst floods for many years 
hit India, Bangladesh and Nepal.  
This is because it was monsoon 
season, which is the time of 
year when it rains a lot.

More than 1,200 people died 
and 40 million were affected by 
the floods. 18,000 schools were 
damaged and 1.8 million children 
could not to go to school.

On Monday 16th October, a 
hurricane called Ophelia hit the 
Republic of Ireland and parts of 
the United Kingdom (UK).  
3 people were killed.

Hurricane Ophelia made the sky 
look yellow and the sun look red 
in parts of England.
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Terror attacks around the world

On Thursday 17th August a van 
drove into people walking along 
a road called Las Ramblas in 
Barcelona, a city in Spain. It was 
a terrorist attack.

Las Ramblas is a very popular place 
for tourists to visit. 16 people were 
killed and more than 100 people 
were hurt. The driver ran away and 
was killed by police on 21st August 
after he killed another man.

The next day, at 1am, a car hit 
people in a town called Cambrils, 
62 miles away from Barcelona.  
1 woman was killed and 6 people 
were injured.

The car then crashed and 5 
attackers were shot dead by 
police that night. 
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On 15th September, a bomb 
exploded on a train in Parsons 
Green station in South West 
London, UK. 30 people were 
injured. Police have arrested  
some people.

Police arrested 7 people but 
have only charged 1 of them 
with attempted murder. This 
means he will go on trial for 
trying to kill people. 

A terrorist group called ISIS has 
said it was behind both of the 
attacks, but no one is sure if this 
is true. 

On Sunday 1st October, a man 
called Stephen Paddock shot 
people at a concert in Las Vegas, 
United States of America. He killed 
58 people and injured nearly 500 
people, before killing himself.
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Police pay cap lifted

On Tuesday 12th of September, the 
Government ended the 7 year pay 
cap to the public sector services. 
This means they are giving more 
money to people who work in 
public sector jobs, like doctors, 
nurses and police.

The pay cap was lifted because 
people who worked in the public 
sector were angry that they did 
not get a pay rise for 7 years. 
A pay rise is when you are paid 
more money for all your work.

The pay cap has meant that 
people are leaving their jobs in 
the public sector because they 
are not being paid enough. It 
has also made it difficult to get 
new people to do the jobs.

Only prison officers and police 
officers will now get a pay rise 
and a bonus. A bonus is extra 
money on top of their pay. 
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The new pay rise is still below the 
current inflation rate. Inflation 
is when the prices go up for 
different goods and services.

Lots of people are still not happy 
because they say the pay rise is 
not enough.

The Labour Party and unions 
have said that the Government 
are still not paying people 
enough. Unions are groups which 
make sure workers are treated 
fairly by the people they work for. 

The Government says it is going 
to think about which other 
public sector staff are going to 
get a pay rise in 2018/2019.
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Ryanair, an Irish airline, has said 
it will cancel 715,000 flight 
bookings between September 
2017 and March 2018.

On Saturday 16th September 
Ryanair said it would have to 
cancel 40 – 50 flights every day 
for 6 weeks.

They said it was because they had 
made a mistake when planning 
their pilots’ holiday.

Ryanair said it would have less 
planes flying out. 2 million 
people will not be able to fly. 

Airline problems
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Ryanair say the cancellations will 
cost them £25 million, but some 
people say it will be much more.

Passengers who booked flights 
with Ryanair will get their money 
back and some of them are trying 
to get new flights with other 
airline companies.

On the 2nd October, the 
British airline Monarch said the 
company was closing down.  
At that time, 110,000 
passengers were left in other 
countries without flights.

The UK government helped 
organise flights home for all the 
people in other countries. 
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A group of up to 300,000 people 
are trying to leave the Rakhine area 
of Myanmar, a country also known 
as Burma. It is in South East Asia. 

The people are Rohingya 
Muslims. They are religious and 
they are from the Rakhine area 
of Myanmar. They say they are 
running away from violent attacks 
on their villages. Houses have been 
burnt and people have been killed.

The Muslim group have lived in 
the area for many years, but say 
that the country’s army and some 
Buddhist monks are attacking 
them. Buddhist monks are religious 
people too, but they have different 
religious beliefs to Muslims.

In August a group called Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army 
(ARSA) attacked a police station 
in Myanmar. They say they 
are trying to protect Rohingya 
Muslims from police bullying.

People attacked in Myanmar
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Myanmar’s army say that 
ARSA are terrorists and they 
want to fight them. They say 
that the Rohingya Muslims 
are lying and they are burning 
their own villages.

The Rohingya Muslims are trying 
to get into Bangladesh, a country 
next to Myanmar, to escape the 
Myanmar army.

The Rohingya Muslims are 
having to walk for days through 
jungles and cross dangerous 
rivers to get to Bangladesh. 
Many people have been hurt.

The United Nations (UN) and other 
countries are worried about the 
crimes taking place in Myanmar, 
as 1,000s of people are being 
killed. The UN is an organisation 
which tries to keep peace between 
countries and protect people.
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Quick news

Big Ben goes silent

Big Ben, a famous clock tower in 
London, is being repaired. Its bells 
used to ring every hour, but they 
will not ring again until 2021 
when the repairs are finished.

Big Ben will still ring for special 
occasions such as New Year’s 
Eve and Remembrance Day 
until 2021.

Self-driving lorries
Self-driving lorries are to be 
tested on main UK roads by the 
end of 2018. These are lorries 
which control themselves without 
the help of a driver.

3 lorries will travel in a line. The 
1st lorry will control the ones 
behind. Each lorry will have 
someone sitting in them to make 
sure everything is OK. 
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Quick news

Sir Bruce Forsyth dies

Sir Bruce Forsyth has died at the 
age of 89.

He entertained many people on 
stage and on TV for many years.

Scotland’s new bridge

Britain’s newest road bridge has 
opened between Edinburgh and 
Fife. It is the longest bridge of its 
type in the world. It is also the 
tallest in the UK.

The bridge has to cope with 
60,000 vehicles a day, often in 
high winds. 
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Changes to Universal Credit

Universal Credit is a new 
benefit given to people who 
are out of work or have  
low-paid jobs and need money 
to live. Benefit money comes 
from the Government.

Getting Universal Credit can be 
hard and it costs a lot of money 
to call the helpline for advice. On 
Wednesday 18th October, the 
Government changed this so that 
it is now free to call the helpline.

The Labour Party are happy that 
the Government have done this 
but they say there are other 
problems with Universal Credit. 
They want the Government to 
make the system easier for people 
to get their money.
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